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Amendment to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 
appHcation: 

Lifting of Claims: 

56- (currently amended) A method of processing over a computer network forms 
directed by multiple public fonns users to multiple institutions of higher education, the forms 
being processed by a third par^ fotms servicer that is neither one of the institutions of higher 
education nor one of the public forms users, the method comprising: 

presenting to a form user over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in 
response to a request from the form user, a form directed to one of the multiple institutions of 
higher education, the form being generated by a fonns generator that generates multiple fomis 
corresponding to multiple institutions of higher education, the form s gen e rator - goncrating forma 
that - ar e ^ustomigod in appeonmce and coDtent in accordotiCQ with the prefercnce of th e 
institution to which e aoh of tho formD io directed and that includo on indication of sourc e 
ooir e spondiDg to the institution to which oooh of th e forms is direct e d so os to provide to the 
usora of tho fonmi th e appearance that tho forma oro oooociated with th e specific ingtitutions to 
which they arc dirootod , the forms including fields for the forms users to enter user mformation; 

e ntering user information onto th e form; 

ent e ring payment mformation; 

receiving by the third party forms servicer over the computer network user information 
and electronic payment information entered by the iiser. 
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processing by the third party foxm servicer an electronic payment associated with the 
form, the processed payment being firom the user to the one of the multiple bstitutions to which 
tbefbimisdirectedt 

storing by the third party forms servicer at least some of the user information entered on 

maldag wob bojcd viewing ui' uploadmg of ot looat aome of the s t ored Uijor info i mu L l u u iu 

usw dat a baao avgaablo by the third po i u Fnmio r-mtr{.nr tn ,h f the miihiplo inotitutiom 

1 0 which the form is diro eted; 

Ihe third poity form . ' cerxiccr providing to pubUc fuim bsms cufltonuEod foima iden ti fi e d 
% ^ith iaatitutiona of higher L Juootion and providing to tho inatitiitiong web based oooQao to the 
data, ^ ^ rfailo foHoving tho ingtitution'a burden of proc c asing fonna and puy n i un b . 

maintaining by the thM pf>rty forms servirer a transaetinn fn, th e form .n 
prevent d uplicate subnii5LsinTi payment 
Claims 57- 66 (cancelled) 

67. (previously presented) The method ofclaim 56 further comprising: 
presenting over a computer network by the third party forms servicer in response to a 

request from the fonn user, a second form directed to one of the multiple institutions of higher 
education; and 

automatically inserting into the second form user information previously entered onto a 
form by the form user. 

68. (cancelled) 
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69. (previously presented) The method of claim 56 in widch presenting to a form user 
over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in response to a request from the form 
user a foim directed to one of the multiple institutions of higher education mcludes presentmg a 
form including multiple pages. 

70. (currently amended) The melhod of daim 69 further comprisiug verifying in 
accordance with validation criteria user infomaation on each of the multiple pages as they are 
poste d by the form user . 

71. (previously presented) The method of claim 70 in which verifying in accordance 
with validation criteria user infonnation on each of the multiple pages as they are posted includes 
verifying the user information at a client computer or at a server computer. 

72. (currently amended) The method ofclaim 70 in which the validation criteria isare 
specified by the flrtte^msdtod^to which the form is directed. 

73. (previously presented) Themethodof claim 70 further comprising verifying in 
accordance with first validation criteria user information on each of the multiple pages as they 
are posted and verifying in accordance with second validation criteria user information when a 
completed form is submitted, 

74. (previously presented) The method of claim 73 in which verifymg user information 
in accordance with first validation criteria includes verifying user information at a client 
computer and in which verifying user information in accordance with second validation criteria 
includes verifying user information at a server computer. 

Claims 75 -92 (cancelled) 
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93. (currently amended) The method of claim 84 in which entering receiving electronig 
payment mfomiation includes e ntering r eceiving electronicp ayment infonnation entered o nto 
the fom. 

Claim 94-119 (Cancelled) 

120. (new) The method of claim 56 in which maintaining a transaction state includes 
maintaining a transaction state using at least one hidden field in a page of the fonn. 

121 . (new) The method of claim 120 finther comprising determining whether a 
payment has been submitted by parsmg a hidden field on the page of the form. 

1 22. (new) The method of claim 56 in which the maintaining a transaction state 
include maintaining the fonn within one state selected irom a set of states, the set of states 
including an active state, a submitted state^ and a paid state. 

123. (new) The method of claim 56 in which presenting a form to a form xiser over a 
computer network includes presenting a form using a stateless communications conduit 

124. (new) The method of claim 123 in which the stateless communication conduit 
includes the World Wide Web. 

125. (new) The method of claim 56 in which the state of the form is maintained in a 
database table. 

126. (new) The method of claim 56 further comprising causing the fonn to enter a first 
state after the form user submits payment infomiation and before the payment is settled. 

127. (new) The method of claim 126 fiirther comprising causmg the form to enter a 
second state after the payment is settled. 
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1 28. (txew) The method of claim 126 in which causing the form to enter the first state 
prevents the foim user from making further changes to the fomL 

1 29. (new) The method of claim 56 further comprising^ if the form indicates that the 
foixn user is paying by check or is requesting a fee waver» causing the form to enter a hold state 
until the check is received or the fee waiver is approved. 

130. (new) The method of claim 126 further comprising transmitting the completed 
fonn to the form user to view after causing the form to enter the first state. 

131. (new) The method of claim 126 in which the form enters a paid state after 
payment is submitted and before the payment is acknowledge by the institution or settled, and 
the fomi then enters a completed state when tiie form is acknowledged by the institution and the 
payment is settled. 

132. (new) The method of claim 126 in which if the form is not setded, the form 
returns to an active state. 

133. (new) A computer system, comprising: 

a processor for carrying out computer instructions; 

a computer readable memory storing instructions for performing the steps of claim 56. 
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